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Abstract:
Gardens and open spaces on a historic campus pres-
ent special challenges for conservation in India. In 
the case of the British Residency at Hyderabad- the 
present day Osmania University for Women- the 
historic fabric is under pressure to meet its own 
expansion needs while staving off external pressures 
of urbanization. Change in design ideologies and 
aesthetic preferences have lent themselves to some 
irreversible change of design direction compared 
to the original scheme. As part of the World Monu-
ments Fund supported Conservation Management 
Plan, a Landscape Study was carried out to establish 
the eroded meaning and the tight knit between the 
building, gardens, horticulture and site.

INTRODUCTION:
The erstwhile British Residency at Hyderabad is 
the present day campus of the Osmania Univer-
sity for Women (OUW) at Koti .� As the seat of 
the embassy of the East India Company, fort and 
residence of its premier, its siting along the Musi 
had strategic and political connotations in relation 
to the Walled City of the Nizam. Its main building- 
a Palladian style structure of great opulence-was 
commissioned in 1803 for the British Resident 
James. A. Kirkpatrick, and built by Lt. Samuel 

�	 The	study	culminated	with	siting	of	new	
built	form	in	more	benign	ways,	and	proposing	a	
framework	for	the	Campus	Landscape	Manage-
ment.	It	was	recommended	that	the	Restoration	
effort	also	focus	on	landscape	counterpoints	to	the	
building,	such	as	the	North	façade	and	the	Italian	
Garden.
�	 The	College	was	moved	to	the	British	Resi-
dency	at	Koti	in	�949,	by	Nawab	Ali	Yaver	Jung,	
the	former	Vice-Chancellor	of	the	Osmania	Univer-
sity.	The	name	Koti	is	derived	from	the	local	word	
for	palace-kothi

Russell of the Madras Engineers.  The estate was 
defined by three arched gateways, named after 
Lord Roberts- the Commander-in-Chief, Lord Lans-
downe-the Viceroy and queen Victoria herself. 
In 2010, The World Monuments Fund supported 
the preparation of a comprehensive Management 
and Revitalization program for the main building. 
It highlighted vital open space counterparts in its 
remnant 43-acre site.

THE CAMPUS LANDSCAPE TODAY: 
The Residency site is a large open space with a 
thick green cover in the dense city center of Hyder-
abad. The site has constantly been under pressure 
due to urbanization along its peripheries. Of late, 

Fig 1 BRISTISH RESIDENCY TODAY. The overlay of the origi-
nal boundary of the British residency (red) shows its siting 
in relationship to the river Musi and the Nawabs city (Dark 
Brown). The site bifurcation (magenta) and the urban fabric 
are present day conditions. 
Source: Author, overlay on  Google Earth image.
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the land-locked campus is grappling with the need 
to cater to its future growth. (fig1)

A few principal open spaces can still be discerned 
today notably, the Central Mall and “Italian” Gar-
den while others have eroded in form and content, 
due to neglect. Axial organization plays a key role 
in the overall man-made composition. A Granitic 
rock outcrop in the Northwest corner alludes to the 
original natural landscape of the site. (Fig 2)

Archival and current data has revealed many 
changes to the original design, some of which are:

1- Severe transformation of site’s context due to 
subsequent urbanization along the perimeter. This 
erased links to other landmarks which played a 
significant role in its design organization such as 
the Clock Tower, fortifications of the Walled city 
and the Musi River. 
2-Demolishing the North-East Gate and fortifica-

tions to accommodate the new city bus station 
3- Permanent bifurcation of the site by handing 
over 50% of land to the Osmania Medical College 
4- The construction of the Kitchen and dining block 
obstructed the axial view of the durbar hall block 
– ruining the architectural counterpoint of the axis 
of the Mall.
5- Demolition of the Eastern arm of the colonnade 
defining the Central Mall
6- Loss of historic cues in feature spaces such as 
Rang-mahal Garden, Cemetery and Firing range 
due to neglect 
7- Miniature model of the Residency in the Rang-
mahal lost to fire.
8- Recent buildings sited in disregard to historic 
composition and scale. 
9- Ad-hoc introduction of access roads and services
10- Increase in rooftop and road runoff affecting 
the working of historic drainage system. 
11- Changes in planting character; elements such 
as curbs, security guard posts, bollards, light poles, 

Fig 2: THE CAMPUS LAND-
SCAPE (Existing in 2010)
Source: Author, for CMP Docu-
ment.
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statues etc. vandalized or lost
12- Obsolescence of old water systems due to 
groundwater depletion in recent years.

Some of the new pressures includes the Proposed 
Metro station parking at the north western edge of 
the site, land acquisition for road widening on the 
northern side and a proposed electric sub-station 
at the south-eastern side.

REVITALIZATION APPROACH:
The Preservation of the Residency’s ‘sense-of-
place’ requires addressing pressures on the site 
and OUW’s future needs.  The revitalization strat-
egy is organized along the following lines:

1- Inventory of open spaces in terms of size, mate-
rials, design elements, features and vegetation 
2- Understanding morphological changes through 
a genesis sequence
3- Identifying potential reversible change
4- Field studies and simulations to outline new 

changes 
5- Review of data gaps to abort presumptive deci-
sion-making
6- Approvals and Funding

Key themes include: 
1- Diurnal visual link with the North façade to im-
proving the external urban road character, creating 
a new relation with cityscape.
2- Establishing sight lines for preserving/ improv-
ing sky view and silhouette of historic buildings
3- Sympathetic allocation of new built form with 
due respect to historic fabric
4- Open space system for hostels integrating reno-
vated barracks as open space features
5- Campus pedestrianization based on future 
transport options
6- Improving wayfinding 
7- Conserving low lying areas and thick vegetation
8- Reducing site imperviousness 
9- Adopting groundwater recharge in suitable 
places

FIG 3:  FIELD IDENTIFICATION 
OF TREE SPECIES AND 
PLANTING ISSUES (August 
2010)
Source: Author, for CMP Docu-
ment.
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10- Restoring the spatial clarity of the Mall and facades obscured by ad-hoc vegetation
11- Identifying Historic planting schemes 
12- Tree Management Plan addressing exotic and native species (fig 3)
13- Addressing the erstwhile Main gate facing the Musi river
14- Approaches to restoration of the Italian garden and the Rang-Mahal Garden 
15- Integration of streetscape elements deriving from historic precedents 
16- Creating discovery trails, open to the public, with necessary cordon.

FIG 4:  NORTH PORTICO WITH ITS COUNTERPART ITALIAN GARDEN (August 2010). The outline of the Italian garden is vis-
ible in its masonry works and light pole locations. The vegetation pattern bears little resemblance to the garden’s layout.  
Source: Author

FIG 5:  VIEW OF THE MALL LOOKING EAST. (August 2010). The West wing of the south façade shows the overgrowth typical 
to the site . Along the mall, it is possible to decipher the original intent of the planting and the later insertions.  See Fig 3. 
Source: Author
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END NOTE: THE WAY FORWARD.
Despite fragmented growth over the years, the 
OUW campus has the potential to be a self-con-
tained educational institution meeting academic 
and residential needs. Balancing the historic fabric 
and acquired green cover with modern-day aspira-
tions remains a key issue. In this regard, 23% of the 
site has been built upon. The existing land can be 
selectively used for smaller building footprints and 
yet reserve its image as a green lung.  This may be 
one battle which may win the campus’s long war 
with urbanization and growth pressures.

That this important landmark is slowly disappear-
ing in collective memory (for example, the popular 
love story between James Kirkpatrick with Khai-
runnissa Begum� ) is evident from the fact that very 
few people on campus and off it know much about 
it. If the highly aspirational goal of preserving its 
‘Sense-of Place’ is to be achieved, the revitaliza-
tion program should be seen as an open document 
rather than a bound script. The real work is yet to 
begin.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
Sriganesh Rajendran was the landscape consultant 
for this project. He can be reached at sriganeshrajen-
dran@gmail.com.

Integrating Historical Found 
Places into Today’s Landscapes. 
The Presence of Pannonian Roman Villas
in the Modern Agricultural Environment 
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University of Budapest, Hungary

INTRODUCTION
The Romans’ was the first culture in Central Eu-
rope, which consciously intervened in the land-
scape. An important group of archaeological sites 

�	 See	William	Dalrympyle‘s	White	Mughals:	
Love	and	Betrayal	in	Eighteenth	Century	India.	
(Penguin	India,	�004)

in Hungary are the Roman villas, where the agri-
cultural life of the province took place (Sági 1983). 
However we can find few examples of presented 
ruins: most of the sites are under the surface in 
peripheral positions on plow lands.

The presentation of ancient ruins and architectural 
monuments is a special and extremely important 
area of protection of monuments. However these 
are complex and very difficult tasks. The building 
remains peaking through the surface begin to de-
teriorate immediately in the aerobic environment, 
exposed to hazards caused by weather conditions 
and vandalism as well. 

THE ROMAN VILLAS OF PANNONIA PROVINCE
The Roman legions appeared in the Hungarian 
Transdanubia, in Lower Austria, in Northeast 
Slovenia and in Northern Croatia at the beginning 
of the 1st century A. D.: they developed a border 
region from this area, Pannonia province, and they 
organized its independent administration. The eco-
nomic boom of the Severus-era brought economic 
recovery into the life of the province in the 3rd cen-
tury, which also led to the growth of a number of 
villas. These manors ensured the food supply of the 
army: besides its military role Pannonia was also 
the agricultural hinterland of the Roman Empire, 
thanks to the favorable natural conditions. The 
barbarian attacks were a permanent risk for the 
province, but because of their recurring invasions, 
more villas were confirmed in the 3-4th century. 
Despite the military forces Pannonia province 
was slowly eliminated, however some villas would 
serve as residences in the later ages.

The presence of the Romans in Pannonia caused 
several changes in the landscape: they wiped out 
forests, they brought the lands under cultivation, 
they built villas and towns with channels and paved 
streets: they chose the ideal places for buildings in 
close proximity to the water, the wood-giving for-
ests were used for houses, heating and the Roman 
road network and they tried to involve the beauti-
ful panoramic view as much possible. The villas are 
concentrated into five groups in Pannonia (Fig. 1.): 
by the rivers Dráva and Száva, by the Lake Fertő, 
beside the Mecsek mountain, beside the city of 
Aquincum and on the Balaton Highland. 


